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Music and Singing
Heavenly Singing: “I have been shown the order, the perfect 
order, of heaven, and have been enraptured as I listened to the 
perfect music there. After coming out of vision, the singing here 
has sounded very harsh and discordant. I have seen companies of 
angels, who stood in a hollow square, every one having a harp of 
gold. . . . There is one angel who always leads, who first touches 
the harp and strikes the note, then all join in the rich, perfect music 
of heaven. It cannot be described. It is melody, heavenly, divine, 
while from every countenance beams the image of Jesus, shining 
with glory unspeakable.” “Testimonies, vol. 1, p. 146. (1857)}

“No words can properly set forth the deep blessedness of 
genuine worship. When human beings sing with the Spirit and 

the understanding, heavenly 
musicians take up the strain, and 
join in the song of thanksgiving.” 
{Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 143, 
144. (1909)}

What it is good for.
Attractiveness of the human 
voice: “The human voice that 
sings the music of God from 
a heart filled with gratitude 
and thanksgiving is far more 
pleasing to Him than the melody 
of all the musical instruments 
ever invented by human hands.” 
{Letter 2c, 1892}

To carry sunshine into dark 
and lonely places: “There 
should be much more interest in 

voice culture than is now generally manifested. Students who have 
learned to sing sweet gospel songs with melody and distinctness 
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far more pleasing 
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can do much good as singing evangelists. They will find many 
opportunities to use the talent that God has given them, carrying 
melody and sunshine into many lonely places darkened by sin and 
sorrow and affliction, singing to those who seldom have church 
privileges.” {Review and Herald, Aug. 27, 1903}  

To will souls: “There is great pathos and music in the human voice, 
and if the learner will make determined efforts, he will acquire 
habits of talking and singing that will be to him a power to win souls 
to Christ.  There are those who have a special gift of song, and there 
are times when a special message is borne by one singing alone or 
by several uniting in song. But the singing is seldom to be done by 
a few. The ability to sing is a talent of influence, which God desires 
all to cultivate and use to His name’s glory.” {Ev 504}

To add interest to a service: “Let the talent of singing be brought 
into the work. The use of musical instruments is not at all 
objectionable. These were used in religious services in ancient 
times. The worshipers praised God upon the harp and cymbal, 
and music should have its place in our services. It will add to the 
interest.” {Ev 150.2}

To impress spiritual truth: “Song is one of the most effective means 
of impressing spiritual truth upon the heart. Often by the words of 
sacred song, the springs of penitence and faith have been unsealed.” 
{Review and Herald, June 6, 1912}

To memorize scripture & change the attitude: “As the children 
of Israel, journeying through the wilderness, cheered their way by 
the music of sacred song, so God bids His children today gladden 
their pilgrim life. There are few means more effective for fixing His 
words in the memory than repeating them in song. And such song 
has wonderful power. It has power to subdue rude and uncultivated 
natures; power to quicken thought and to awaken sympathy, to 
promote harmony of action, and to banish the gloom and foreboding 
that destroy courage and weaken effort.  It is one of the most 
effective means of impressing the heart with spiritual truth. How 
often to the soul hard-pressed and ready to despair, memory recalls 
some word of God’s--the long-forgotten burden of a childhood 
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song, --and temptations lose their power, life takes on new meaning 
and new purpose, and courage and gladness are imparted to other 
souls!” {Ed 168.1}  “The history of the songs of the Bible is full of 
suggestion as to the uses and benefits of music and song.  Music…, 
rightly employed, it is a precious gift of God, designed to uplift the 
thoughts to high and noble themes, to inspire and elevate the soul.” 
{Ed 167.3}

Singing in the home and school:  “The value of song as a means 
of education should never be lost sight of. Let there be singing in 
the home, of songs that are sweet and pure, and there will be fewer 
words of censure and more of cheerfulness and hope and joy. Let 
there be singing in the school, and the pupils will be drawn closer to 
God, to their teachers, and to one another.” {Ed 168.2}

To deal with temptation, discouragement, and criticism: “You 
want to be constantly singing, and when you do that you will stop 
your criticizing. If you are beholding Him, you will not have time 
for anything else. And if you see His face, it will be reflected in 
your face, and all this mourning and groaning is dishonoring God, 
for ‘whoso offereth praise, glorifieth God.’ {1SAT 310.2}   “You are 
going to have trials in your churches because there are murmurers 
and complainers and faultfinders there. Go straight ahead and be 
cheerful. And when Brother Irwin and Brother Haskell return to 
America, they are going to have trials there. Do not let your head 
be cast down, or feel discouraged, but go forward, firm in Jesus 
Christ, keeping your eye fixed on the crown of life which Christ, 
the righteous judge, shall give you in that day. Just keep praising 
God, and when the devil tempts you, sing. When Christ was a child 
He was tempted in every way, and what did He do? He sang psalms, 
and praised God, and there was music in His voice. And there was 
an impression made upon the hearts and minds of those who heard 
Him. He wants you to have heaven in view, and heaven is a good 
deal nearer than you think. God’s holy, anointed ones are right by 
you, and here is His church, the greatest object of His love that it 
is possible for Him to have. He is watching over every one of us.”  
{1SAT 311.1}
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Enchanting music to soothe the soul:  “Those who witnessed these 
strange exhibitions in Saul recommended to him music, as calculated 
to have a soothing influence upon his mind when thus distracted. In 
the providence of God, David was brought to his notice as a skillful 
musician. . . . David’s skillful playing upon the harp soothed the 
troubled spirit of Saul. As he listened to the enchanting strains of 
music, it had an influence to dispel the gloom which settled upon 
him, and to bring his excited mind into a more rational, happy state.”  
{CC 159.4}  Just to be clear -- the definition of enchanting includes 
charming, delighting, irresistible influence, overpowering influence 
of delight.  (As well as the regular use of magical, supernatural, 
etc.)  Thus David’s music had an overpowering influence for good 
over Saul.  And our music can do the same.  Music can dispel evil 
surmising, and other negative thoughts.

How it is to be used:
As a part of worship: “Let there be singing in the home, of songs 
that are sweet and pure, and there will be fewer words of censure, 
and more of cheerfulness and hope and joy. . .  As a part of religious 
service, singing is as much an act of worship as is prayer. Indeed, 
many a song is prayer.” {SD 179.2}

Use songs of praise and devotion: “Music can be a great power for 
good; yet we do not make the most of this branch of worship. The 

David’s skillful playing upon the harp 
soothed the troubled spirit of Saul. As 

he listened to the enchanting strains 
of music, it had an influence to dispel 
the gloom which settled upon him, and 
to bring his excited mind into a more 

rational, happy state...
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singing is generally done from impulse or to meet special cases, 
and at other times those who sing are left to blunder along, and the 
music loses its proper effect upon the minds of those present. Music 
should have beauty, pathos, and power. Let the voices be lifted 
in songs of praise and devotion. Call to your aid, if practicable, 
instrumental music, and let the glorious harmony ascend to God, an 
acceptable offering.” {Ev 505.1}

By the whole congregation: “The singing is not always to be done 
by a few. As often as possible, let the entire congregation join.” 
{Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 144. (1909)}  In the meetings held the 
singing should not be neglected. God can be glorified by this part 
of the service. And when singers offer their services, they should be 
accepted. But money should not be used to hire singers. Often the 
singing of simple hymns by the congregation has a charm that is 
not possessed by the singing of a choir, however skilled it may be.” 
{Letter 49, 1902}

Solo’s used only occasionally: “There are those who have a special 
gift of song, and there are times when a special message is borne by one 
singing alone or by several uniting in song. But the singing is seldom 
to be done by a few. The ability to sing is a talent of influence, which 
God desires all to cultivate and use to His name’s glory.” {7T 115.3}

How it should not be used:
Proper balance in time given to singing.  “Improvements can 
be made in our manner of conducting camp meetings, so that all 
who attend may receive more direct labor. There are some social 
meetings held in the large tent, where all assemble for worship; but 
these are so large that only a small number can take part, and many 
speak so low that but few can hear them. . . . In some instances 
much time was devoted to singing. There was a long hymn before 
prayer, a long hymn after prayer, and much singing interspersed all 
through the meeting. Thus golden moments were used unwisely, 
and not one-half the good was done that might have been realized 
had these precious seasons been properly managed.” {Review and 
Herald, Nov. 27, 1883}
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With ceremony and display: “Form and ceremony do not constitute 
the kingdom of God. Ceremonies become multitudinous and 
extravagant as the vital principles of the kingdom of God are lost. 
But it is not form and ceremony that Christ requires. He hungers to 
receive from His vineyard fruit in holiness and unselfishness, deeds 
of goodness, mercy, and truth.  Gorgeous apparel, fine singing, and 
instrumental music in the church do not call forth the songs of the 
angel choir. In the sight of God these things are like the branches 
of the unfruitful fig tree which bore nothing but pretentious leaves. 
Christ looks for fruit, for principles of goodness and sympathy and 
love. These are the principles of heaven, and when they are revealed 
in the lives of human beings, we may know that Christ is formed 
within, the hope and glory. A congregation may be the poorest in 
the land, without music or outward show, but if it possesses these 
principles, the members can sing, for the joy of Christ is in their 
souls, and this they can offer as a sweet oblation to God.” {Ev 511.3}

To take the place of prayer and study: “Music has occupied the 
hours which should have been devoted to prayer. Music is the idol 
which many professed Sabbathkeeping Christians worship. Satan 
has no objection to music if he can make that a channel through 
which to gain access to the minds of the youth. Anything will suit 
his purpose that will divert the mind from God and engage the time 
which should be devoted to His service. He works through the 
means which will exert the strongest influence to hold the largest 
numbers in a pleasing infatuation, while they are paralyzed by his 
power. When turned to good account, music is a blessing; but it 
is often made one of Satan’s most attractive agencies to ensnare 
souls. When abused, it leads the unconsecrated to pride, vanity, 
and folly. When allowed to take the place of devotion and prayer, 
it is a terrible curse. Young persons assemble to sing, and, although 
professed Christians, frequently dishonor God and their faith by 
their frivolous conversation and their choice of music. Sacred music 
is not congenial to their taste. I was directed to the plain teachings of 
God’s word, which have been passed by unnoticed. In the judgment 
all these words of inspiration will condemn those who have not 
heeded them.” {1T 505.2}
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Used at pleasure parties: “The low, common pleasure parties, 
gatherings for eating and drinking, singing and playing on 
instruments of music, are inspired by a spirit that is from beneath. 
They are an oblation unto Satan.” {CT 367.3}  

How it should sound:
With beauty, pathos, and power: “Music should have beauty, 
pathos, and power. Let the voices be lifted in songs of praise and 
devotion. Call to your aid, if practicable, instrumental music, and 
let the glorious harmony ascend to God, an acceptable offering… 
Common sense is an excellent thing in the worship of the Lord.  
Great improvement can be made in singing. Some think that the 
louder they sing the more music they make; but noise is not music. 
Good singing is like the music of the birds--subdued and melodious.”  
{VSS 415}  So the question is, what is pathos?  If you were to look 

it up in a modern dictionary it would say, “a 
quality that evokes pity or sadness.”  But 
when this was written in the 1800’s, pathos 
meant something quite different.  Websters 
1828 dictonary says, “Passion; warmth or 
vehemence,… that which excites emotions 
and passions.”  With this understanding we 
see music is supposed to create an emotional 
response.  

Natural tone, not long drawn out notes: “In 
some of our churches I have heard solos that 
were altogether unsuitable for the service in 

the Lord’s house. The long-drawn-out notes and the peculiar sounds 
common in operatic singing are not pleasing to the angels. They 
delight to hear the simple songs of praise sung in a natural tone. The 
songs in which every word is uttered clearly, in a musical tone, are 
the songs that they join us in singing. They take up the refrain that 
is sung from the heart with the spirit and the understanding.” {VSS 
416.1}

Solemn and in awe: “The melody of song, poured forth from many 

Music 
should 
have 

beauty, 
pathos, 

and power.
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hearts in clear, distinct utterance, is one of God’s instrumentalities 
in the work of saving souls. All the service should be conducted 
with solemnity and awe, as if in the visible presence of the Master 
of assemblies.” {5T 493}

With proper dynamics: Dynamics are the fluctuations of the 
loudness of the music.  It is the most important way to invoke 
expression and feeling.  “One summer evening, while Ellen White 
was making a short visit to the Health Retreat, she spoke at the 
prayer meeting. She selected a certain hymn that fitted her subject. 
The hymn was announced. The congregation stood and in the warm 
evening began to sing listlessly. The music dragged monotonously. 
Then Ellen White held up her hand. “Stop!” she ordered. “Stop!”  
     I have heard the angels sing. They do not sing as you are 
     singing tonight. They sing with reverence, with meaning. Their 
     hearts are in their expressions of song. Now, let us try again and 
     see if we can put our hearts into the singing of this song.  
When they began again, the singing was with expression and with 
feeling, as if they really meant the words that came from their lips. 
[AS TOLD BY A. P. GUYTON, LONGTIME PAINTER AT THE 
SANITARIUM, WHO WAS PRESENT.]” {3BIO 384}

How it should NOT sound
With oddity, strange or eccentric: “Singing is just as much the 
worship of God in a religious meeting as speaking, and any oddity 
or peculiarity cultivated attracts the attention of the people and 
destroys the serious, solemn impression which should be the result 
of sacred music. Anything strange and eccentric in singing detracts 
from the seriousness and sacredness of religious service.”  {VSS 
422.3}  This may seem a subjective comment, but in reality most of 
us can agree when something truly sounds odd.  Studies show even 
those with no musical background can distinguish a discordant note. 
(See Music for the Mind Info Sheet)

Not harsh with all the volume you have: “The very same may 
be said of singing. You assume undignified attitudes. You put in 
all the power and volume of the voice you can. You drown the 
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finer strains and notes of voices more musical than your own. 
This bodily exercise and the harsh, loud voice makes no melody 
to those who hear on earth and those who listen in heaven. This 
singing is defective and not acceptable to God as perfect, softened, 
sweet strains of music. There are no such exhibitions among the 
angels as I have sometimes seen in our meetings. Such harsh notes 
and gesticulations are not exhibited among the angel choir. Their 
singing does not grate upon the ear. It is soft and melodious and 
comes without this great effort I have witnessed. It is not forced and 
strained, requiring physical exercise.”  {VSS 423.2}

Improper music is just noisy and chaotic: “Every uncouth 
thing will be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, 
music, and dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so 
confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And 
this is called the moving of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit never 
reveals itself in such methods, in such a bedlam of noise. This is an 
invention of Satan to cover up his ingenious methods for making 
of none effect the pure, sincere, elevating, ennobling, sanctifying 
truth for this time. Better never have the worship of God blended 
with music than to use musical instruments to do the work which 
last January was represented to me would be brought into our camp 
meetings. The truth for this time needs nothing of this kind in its 
work of converting souls. A bedlam of noise shocks the senses and 
perverts that which if conducted aright might be a blessing. The 
powers of satanic agencies blend with the din and noise, to have a 
carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit’s working.” {2SM 36.3} 
Since bedlam is used twice in this passage, I thought I’d give you 
the definition.  A madhouse, a place of uproar, a place for lunatics.  
When you think of this kind of music what do you think of?
  

Poor music has no purpose, it is light and trifling:  “No one who 
has an indwelling Saviour will dishonor Him before others by 
producing strains from a musical instrument which call the mind 
from God and Heaven to light and trifling things.  Music was 
made to serve a holy purpose, to lift the thoughts to that which is 
pure, noble, and elevating, and to awaken in the soul devotion and 
gratitude to God.   As the Lord’s army of workers here below sing 
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their songs of praise, the choir above join with them in thanksgiving, 
ascribing praise to God and to His Son.” {SD 179.7}

Frivolous ditties and popular sheet music: “Eternal things have 
little weight with the youth. Angels of God are in tears as they write 
in the roll the words and acts of professed Christians. Angels are 
hovering around yonder dwelling. The young are there assembled; 
there is the sound of vocal and instrumental music. Christians are 
gathered there, but what is that you hear? It is a song, a frivolous 
ditty, fit for the dance hall. Behold the pure angels gather their 
light closer around them, and darkness envelops those in that 
dwelling. The angels are moving from the scene. Sadness is upon 
their countenances. Behold, they are weeping. This I saw repeated 
a number of times all through the ranks of Sabbathkeepers, and 
especially in _______. {VSS 420.2}  
A ditty, or a little song, that is 
meaningless should not waste our time.  
We would better spend those neurons 
in our mind on meaningful songs 
or scripture that lift up our minds to 
God.  Anyone remember those songs 
from the 50’s & 60’s?  Now those 
were frivolous ditty’s.  “I feel alarmed 
as I witness everywhere the frivolity 
of young men and young women 
who profess to believe the truth. . . . 
They have a keen ear for music, and 
Satan knows what organs to excite 
to animate, engross, and charm the 
mind, so that Christ is not desired. . . 
. Solemn responsibilities rest upon the 
young, which they lightly regard. The introduction of music into 
their homes, instead of inciting to holiness and spirituality, has been 
the means of diverting their minds from the truth. Frivolous songs 
and the popular sheet music of the day seem congenial to their taste. 
The instruments of music have taken time which should have been 
devoted to prayer.” {SD 179.3}  Here is one of the strongest quotes 
on Satan and music.  He knows what organs to excite and how to 
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charm the mind.  If this is so, there must be music that is harmful.  
Music that excites a sensual side of our nature.  This music can be 
soft and quiet or loud and boisterous.  

Perverted Music: “Music is often perverted to serve purposes of evil, 
and it thus becomes one of the most alluring agencies of temptation.” 
{Ed 167.3}  It is interesting that music can be perverted.  So again 
we see there must be a wrong choice of music.  In fact, sometimes 
it is the inappropriate use of music, rather than the music itself, that 
is the problem.  Using music to create sympathy for a certain cause, 
for example.  We see this in the movie and TV industry frequently.  
They want you to believe in something, you may not agree with, 
so they use music (yes, at times even classical music) to created an 
emotional response that serves their purpose. 

Poor music does not impart strength: Music, when not abused, is 
a great blessing; but when put to a wrong use, it is a terrible curse. 
It excites, but does not impart that strength and courage which the 
Christian can find only at the throne of grace while humbly making 
known his wants and with strong cries and tears pleading for 
heavenly strength to be fortified against the powerful temptations 
of the evil one. Satan is leading the young captive. Oh, what can I 
say to lead them to break his power of infatuation! He is a skillful 
charmer, luring them on to perdition.” {1T 496, 497}  Notice, music 
should impart strength and courage to live like a Christian.  Here 
not only words, but rhythm is important.  This does not mean any 
song that taps your feet is wrong.  On the contrary we’ve all ready 
discovered music should evoke the emotions and it should have 
rhythm or it is just a bedlam of noise.

Bewildering: “The opera, with its fascinating display and 
bewildering music, the masquerade, the dance, the card table, Satan 
employs to break down the barriers of principle and open the door 
to sensual indulgence. In every gathering for pleasure where pride 
is fostered or appetite indulged, where one is led to forget God and 
lose sight of eternal interests, there Satan is binding his chains about 
the soul... He will not unite with the gay waltzers or indulge in any 
other bewitching pleasure that will banish Christ from the mind.” 
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{AH 515}  Bewildering - perplexity or confusion; disorder.  

Dangers regarding
Too much time spent on: “Music has occupied the hours which 
should have been devoted to prayer. Music is the idol which 
many professed Sabbathkeeping Christians worship. Satan has no 
objection to music if he can make that a channel through which to 
gain access to the minds of the youth.” {VSS 420.3}

Neglecting other needs for:  “Yet no one took the interest in her 
case that we did. I even spoke to the large congregation before 
we went East last fall, of their neglect of Sister More. I spoke of 
the duty of giving honor to whom it is due; it appeared to me that 
wisdom had so far departed from the prudent that they were not 
capable of appreciating moral worth. I told that church that there 
were many among them who could find time to meet, and sing, 
and play their instruments of music; they could give their money 
to the artist to multiply their likenesses, or could spend it to attend 
public amusements; but they had nothing to give to a worn-out 
missionary who had heartily embraced the present truth and had 
come to live with those of like precious faith. I advised them to stop 
and consider what we were doing, and proposed that they shut up 
their instruments of music for three months and take time to humble 
themselves before God in self-examination, repentance, and prayer 
until they learned the claims which the Lord had upon them as His 
professed children. My soul was stirred with a sense of the wrong 
that had been done Jesus, in the person of Sister More, and I talked 
personally with several about it.” {1T 676.1}

Neglecting cooking for: “Some are called to what are looked upon 
as humble duties--it may be, to cook. But the science of cooking 
is not a small matter. The skillful preparation of food is one of the 
most essential arts, standing above music teaching or dressmaking. 
By this I do not mean to discount music teaching or dressmaking, 
for they are essential. But more important still is the art of preparing 
food so that it is both healthful and appetizing. This art should be 
regarded as the most valuable of all the arts, because it is so closely 
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connected with life…  Before children take lessons on the organ 
or the piano they should be given lessons in cooking. The work of 
learning to cook need not exclude music, but to learn music is of 
less importance than to learn how to prepare food that is wholesome 
and appetizing.  {CD 263.4}

Satan uses music: “There will be shouting, with drums, music, and 
dancing. The senses of rational beings will become so confused that 
they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. . . . A bedlam of 
noise shocks the senses and perverts that which if conducted aright 
might be a blessing. The powers of satanic agencies blend with the 
din and noise to have a carnival, and this is termed the Holy Spirit’s 
working. . . . Those things which have been in the past will be in 
the future. Satan will make music a snare by the way in which it is 
conducted.” {LDE 159.2}

Instruments:
Instrumental Accompaniment:  “In our camp meeting services 
there should be singing and instrumental music. Musical instruments 
were used in religious services in ancient times. The worshipers 
praised God upon the harp and cymbal, and music should have its 
place in our services. It will add to the 
interest.” {6T 62}  “In the meetings 
held let a number be chosen to take 
part in the song service. And let the 
singing be accompanied with musical 
instruments skillfully handled. We are 
not to oppose the use of instrumental 
music in our work. This part of the 
service is to be carefully conducted, 
for it is the praise of God in song.” 
{9T 144.1}

Music in the New Earth: “Those who, 
regardless of all else, place themselves 
in God’s hands, to be and do all that He would have them, will see 
the King in His beauty. They will behold His matchless charms, 
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and, touching their golden harps, they will fill all heaven with rich 
music and with songs to the Lamb.  I am glad to hear the musical 
instruments that you have here. God wants us to have them. He 
wants us to praise Him with heart and soul and voice, magnifying 
His name before the world.” {Ev 503}

Guitar: “Here a plan quite common in Sweden, but new to us, was 
adopted to supply the lack of an organ. A lady who occupied a room 
adjoining the meeting-hall, and who had charge of the building, 
was a skillful player on the guitar, and possessed a sweet, musical 
voice; at public worship she was accustomed to supply the place of 
both choir and instrument. At our request she played and sang at the 
opening of our meetings.” {HS 195}

How to make music better:
Discipline, humility, surrender, and effort needed: “But it is 
sometimes more difficult to discipline the singers and keep them 
in working order, than to improve the habits of praying and 
exhorting. Many want to do things after their own style; they object 
to consultation, and are impatient under leadership. Well-matured 
plans are needed in the service of God. Common sense is an 
excellent thing in the worship of the Lord.  Great improvement can 
be made in singing. Some think that the louder they sing the more 
music they make; but noise is not music. Good singing is like the 
music of the birds--subdued and melodious.”  {VSS 415}

Right Use of Abdominal Muscles: “Voice culture is a subject that 
has much to do with the health of students. The youth should be 
taught how to breathe properly, and how to read in such a way 
that no unnatural strain shall come on the throat and lungs, but 
that the work shall be shared by the abdominal muscles. Speaking 
from the throat, letting the sound come from the upper part of the 
vocal organs, impairs the health of these organs and decreases their 
efficiency. The abdominal muscles are to do the heaviest part of the 
labor, the throat being used as a channel. Many have died who might 
have lived had they been taught how to use the voice correctly. The 
right use of the abdominal muscles in reading and speaking will 
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prove a remedy for many voice and chest difficulties, and the means 
of prolonging life.” {CT 297}

Directed, organized, system, and order:  “A minister should not 
give out hymns to be sung until it has first been ascertained that 
they are familiar to those who sing. A proper person should be 
appointed to take charge of this exercise, and it should be his duty 
to see that such hymns are selected as can be sung with the spirit 
and with the understanding also.  Singing is a part of the worship of 
God, but in the bungling manner in which it is often conducted, it is 
no credit to the truth, and no honor to God. There should be system 
and order in this as well as every other part of the Lord’s work. 
Organize a company of the best singers, whose voices can lead the 
congregation, and then let all who will, unite with them. Those who 
sing should make an effort to sing in harmony; they should devote 
some time to practice, that they may employ this talent to the glory 
of God.” {Ev 506.2}  We should learn new songs, but learning new 
music needs to be done during the week.  When learning a piece of 
music, one often has to go over certain more difficult parts until it is 
solidified in the mind.  You can see why it is inappropriate to learn 
new songs during the sanctuary services.  However, I venture out to 
say, once a large group or choir has learnt the new piece, they could 
present that to the congregation at large for it is unlikely to get the 
entire congregation to come to a choir practice during the week.

Surrender your individual style and sing with the group:  “But 
it is sometimes more difficult to discipline the singers and keep 
them in working order, than to improve the habits of praying and 
exhorting. Many want to do things after their own style; they 
object to consultation, and are impatient under leadership. Well-
matured plans are needed in the service of God. Common sense is 
an excellent thing in the worship of the Lord.” {Gospel Workers, p. 
325. (1892)}

Sing with the Spirit and practice how to do it properly:  “He who 
has bestowed upon us all the gifts that enable us to be workers 
together with God, expects His servants to cultivate their voices, 
so that they can speak and sing in a way that all can understand. 
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It is not loud singing that is needed, but clear intonation, correct 
pronunciation, and distinct utterance. Let all take time to cultivate 
the voice, so that God’s praise can be sung in clear, soft tones, not 
with harshness and shrillness that offend the ear. The ability to sing 
is the gift of God; let it be used to His glory.” {Testimonies, vol. 9, 
pp. 143, 144. (1909)}

With the Spirit and understanding: “I saw that all should sing 
with the spirit and with the understanding also. God is not pleased 
with jargon and discord. Right is 
always more pleasing to Him than 
wrong. And the nearer the people 
of God can approach to correct, 
harmonious singing, the more is 
He glorified, the church benefited, 
and unbelievers favorably 
affected.” {1T 146.1}

Sing with harmony, praise, and 
devotion:  “Music can be a great 
power for good; yet we do not 
make the most of this branch of 
worship. The singing is generally 
done from impulse or to meet special cases, and at other times those 
who sing are left to blunder along, and the music loses its proper 
effect upon the minds of those present. Music should have beauty, 
pathos, and power. Let the voices be lifted in songs of praise and 
devotion. Call to your aid, if practicable, instrumental music, and 
let the glorious harmony ascend to God, an acceptable offering.” 
{Ev 505.1}

God’s spirit in your heart:  “No one who has an indwelling Saviour 
will dishonor Him before others by producing strains from a musical 
instrument which call the mind from God and Heaven to light and 
trifling things.” {SD 179.5}

Sing with thanksgiving and praise:  “Music was made to serve a 
holy purpose, to lift the thoughts to that which is pure, noble, and 
elevating, and to awaken in the soul devotion and gratitude to God.  

Music can be 
a great power 
for good; yet 

we do not make 
the most of 

this branch of 
worship.
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As the Lord’s army of workers here below sing their songs of praise, 
the choir above join with them in thanksgiving, ascribing praise to 
God and to His Son.” {SD 179}

Experiences with music and misc.
Calling for Decisions using Song: “In my dreams last night I was 
speaking to a company of young men. I asked them to sing ‘Almost 
Persuaded.’ Some present were deeply moved. I knew that they 
were almost persuaded, but that if they did not make decided efforts 
to return to Christ, the conviction of their sinfulness would leave 
them. You made some confessions, and I asked you, ‘Will you not 
from this time stand on the Lord’s side?’ If you will receive Jesus, 
He will receive you.”  {Ev 503.1}

Experience With Song Service while traveling: “On Sabbath we 
had a song service. Brother Lawrence, who is a musician, led the 
singing. All the passengers in the car seemed to enjoy the service 
greatly, many of them joining in the singing.  On Sunday we had 
another song service, after which Elder Corliss gave a short talk, 
taking as his text the words, ‘Behold, what manner of love the 
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God.’ The passengers listened attentively and seemed to enjoy what 
was said. On Monday we had more singing, and we all seemed to 
be drawing closer together.” {Ev 503}

David: “David composed many of the Psalms in the wilderness, 
to which he was compelled to flee for safety. Saul even pursued 
him there, and David was several times preserved from falling into 
the hands of Saul by the special interposition of Providence. While 
David was thus passing through severe trials and hardships, he 
manifested an unwavering trust in God, and was especially imbued 
with his Spirit, as he composed his songs which recount his dangers 
and deliverances, ascribing praise and glory to God, his merciful 
preserver. In these Psalms is seen a spirit of fervor, devotion and 
holiness. He sung these songs, which express his thoughts and 
meditations of divine things, accompanied with skillful music upon 
the harp and other instruments. The Psalm contained in 2 Sam. xxii, 
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was composed while Saul was hunting him to take his life. Nearly 
all the sacred songs of David were arranged in the earlier period of 
his life, while he was serving the Lord with integrity and purity of 
heart.” {4aSG 93.1}  “He (David) was daily coming into a more 
intimate communion with God. His mind was constantly penetrating 
into new depths, for fresh themes to inspire his song, and to wake 
the music of his harp. The rich melody of his voice poured out upon 
the air, echoed from the hills as if responsive to the rejoicing of the 
angels’ songs in heaven.” {CE 204.3} 

Ellen White and friends: “Sunday forenoon we had another meeting 
of the brethren and sisters, and in the evening I spoke in the Town 
Hall. This, the largest audience room in the place, was crowded, 
and many were obliged to stand. Those who were best acquainted 
with the hall estimated that there were twelve hundred present. I 
have seldom seen a more intelligent, noble-looking company. The 
‘Union Temperance Prize Choir’ volunteered to come and sing. This 
choir, which was composed of about fifty voices, did justice to the 
English love of music by singing seven pieces, three at the opening, 
two at the close, and two after the benediction.” {HS 162.4}

Trying to use music to impart holy flesh (an erroneous belief 
of sinlessness hear on earth): “Attempting to gain this Garden 
experience that would give them holy flesh, the people gathered 
in meetings in which there were long prayers, strange, loud 
instrumental music, and excited, extended, hysterical preaching. 

In these Psalms is seen a spirit  
of fervor, devotion and holiness. He 
sung these songs, which express his 

thoughts and meditations of divine things, 
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- 20 -

They were led to seek an experience of physical demonstration. 
Bass drums and the tambourines aided in this.” {5BIO 101.1}

In the New Earth:  “There, when the veil that darkens our vision 
shall be removed, and our eyes shall behold that world of beauty of 
which we now catch glimpses through the microscope; when we 
look on the glories of the heavens, now scanned afar through the 
telescope; when, the blight of sin removed, the whole earth shall 
appear in “the beauty of the Lord our God,” what a field will be 
open to our study! There the student of science may read the records 
of creation and discern no reminders of the law of evil. He may 
listen to the music of nature’s voices and detect no note of wailing 
or undertone of sorrow. In all created things he may trace one 
handwriting--in the vast universe behold “God’s name writ large,” 
and not in earth or sea or sky one sign of ill remaining.” {Ed 303.4}

Music in the sea: “They should search out, both in nature and in 
Holy Writ, every object representing Christ, and those also that He 
employed in illustrating truth. Thus may they learn to see Him in 
tree and vine, in lily and rose, in sun and star. They may learn to 
hear His voice in the song of birds, in the sighing of the trees, in 
the rolling thunder, and in the music of the sea. And every object in 
nature will repeat to them His precious lessons.” {Ed 120.2}

Don’t Start Learning Too Early: “The first lessons are of great 
importance. It is customary to send very young children to school. 
They are required to study from books things that tax their young 
minds, and often they are taught music. Frequently the parents have 
but limited means, and an expense is incurred which they can ill 
afford; but everything must be made to bend to this artificial line of 
education. This course is not wise. A nervous child should not be 
overtaxed in any direction, and should not learn music until he is 
physically well developed.” {FE 416.2}  Here again I need to share 
what I have discovered about the word nervous.  “Possessing or 
manifesting vigor of mind;”  Nervousness, “Strength, force, vigor; 
the state of being composed of nerves.”  Wow, did that ever change 
my perception of this quote for I had always ignored it because my 
child was not a “nervous” child in today’s sense of the meaning. 
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(Just a little side lesson. I believe Satan is corrupting our language to 
make the Spirit of Prophecy and Bible of “none effect.”  Research, 
study, and don’t assume.  Let the Hold Spirit lead you to a greater 
understanding.  I’m glad I’ve listened to the promptings of Him in 
researching words I was sure I knew the definition of. )

Different kinds of music heard at the end: “Our danger of falling 
from the pathway increased. We pressed close to the white wall, 
yet could not place our feet fully upon the path, for it was too 
narrow. We then suspended nearly our whole weight upon the 
cords, exclaiming: “We have hold from above! We have hold from 
above!” The same words were uttered by all the company in the 
narrow pathway. As we heard the sounds of mirth and revelry that 
seemed to come from the abyss below, we shuddered. We heard 
the profane oath, the vulgar jest, and low, vile songs. We heard the 
war song and the dance song. We heard instrumental music, and 
loud laughter, mingled with cursing and cries of anguish and bitter 
wailing, and were more anxious than ever to keep upon the narrow, 
difficult pathway. Much of the time we were compelled to suspend 
our whole weight upon the cords, which increased in size as we 
progressed.” {LS 191.2}  From Ellen White’s Vision symbolizing 
the end of time.

Christ in our hearts prevents poor music: “Let us have the Spirit 
of Jesus in our homes. Let us sing and make melody unto the Lord 
in our hearts. If the praise of God is in our household, there will be 
no danger of discord in the church. Where there are peacemakers, 
there is the ministry of holy angels. Be converted; repent; realize 
what religion is. Open your hearts, and let the Lord Jesus in. We 
cannot be half-hearted in the service of God, and be prepared to 
stand in the judgment. We must have Christ in the inward parts, and 
his sacred presence will create a pure atmosphere in the home and 
in the church. If he abides with us, sweet music will come from our 
hearts, and our prayer and praise circle will be enlarged. Have little 
Bible classes among yourselves, and make them interesting. Go 
out and behold God in nature, and when you glorify God, he will 
honor you. Unless we give ourselves entirely to Christ, Satan will 
take control. Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
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keeping our eyes fixed upon the Author and Finisher of our faith. 
Take your stand fully under the blood-stained banner of the cross. 
Look to Christ by faith, and light and joy and melody will spring 
up in your heart. Cultivate the faith that works by love and purifies 
the soul, and you will be among the blessed, and shall see God, and 
praise him through the endless ages of eternity.”  {YI, January 9, 
1896 par. 4}

Summary
Music should be done (each of these are in the above quotes):

with power•	
to create an emotional response (with pathos)•	
to impart strength and courage•	
with meaning and understanding•	
not just be noise•	
with devotion, praise, reverence, and awe•	
not chaotic (abstract)•	
in balance of other things•	
with proper dynamics •	
clear intonation, correct pronunciation, and distinct •	
utterance.
not from impulse•	
not harsh, long drawn out tones•	
not shrill (sharp noise, piercing) •	
with rich melody•	
with harmony and a cultivated voice•	

Let us make music in our homes: “If it was essential for Moses 
to embody the commandments in sacred song, so that as they 
marched in the wilderness, the children could learn to sing the law 
verse by verse, how essential it is at this time to teach our children 
God’s Word! Let us come up to the help of the Lord, instructing 
our children to keep the commandments to the letter. Let us do 
everything in our power to make music in our homes, that God may 
come in.” {CG 524.1}

Mrs. White does not speak about the different forms of music that 
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we have today.  Jazz, Rock, Country, Rap, Hip-Hop, Classical, 
Baroque, etc.  The forms in her day were not defined like ours.  
But the theater used many forms of music such as opera, classical, 
baroque, barbershop, etc.  She focused on the principles of how the 
music affects us, does it have meaning, and does it bring glory to 
God.  Thus I have not delved into the controversial issue of what 
kinds of music are ok and not ok as I could not find enough evidence 
in Spirit of Prophecy to do so here.  However, there are scientific 
studies on music and how it affects the mind, which I do cover in 
the Info sheet mentioned below.

For more information on music - get our publication 
“Music and the Mind Info Sheet”
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